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Delta Air Lines, Inc. (“Delta”) hereby applies for an exemption, pursuant to

49 U.S.C. § 40109, authorizing Delta to provide scheduled foreign air

transportation of persons, property and mail between Atlanta, Georgia and

Guadalajara, Mexico and to combine this exemption authority with all of its

existing certificate and exemption authority. Delta plans to commence service on

July 1, 1999 and therefore requests that the Department grant this application,

which is non-controversial and fully consistent with the U.S.-Mexico bilateral, by

no later that April 23, 1999, in order to afford Delta adequate time to market and

sell the new service.1

In support of this application, Delta states the following:

                                                       
1 Counsel for Delta will poll the U.S. carrier representatives listed on the service
list attached to this application and will advise the Department of the results as
soon as possible.
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1. On or about July 1, 1999, Delta plans to implement daily nonstop

transborder service between Atlanta and Guadalajara using Boeing 727-200

aircraft, configured with 137 economy seats and 12 first class seats.2  In order to

effectively market this new service, Delta requires exemption authority as soon as

possible, so that Delta can load its schedules and begin selling this service in time

to meet peak summer travel demand.

2. Grant of this application is in the public interest and will provide

important service and competitive benefits.  Delta will provide consumers with the

special convenience of nonstop service between Atlanta and Guadalajara, a U.S.-

Mexico route that does not currently receive any direct service. Furthermore, Delta

will provide a vast array of online connections to over 130 U.S. points from

Delta’s extensive Atlanta hub, Delta’s largest hub and the largest single airline hub

in the world. Thus, grant of this application will significantly increase

intergateway competition and improve service options between the United States

and Guadalajara for consumers throughout the United States.

3. Grant of this application would be fully consistent with the rights

available to U.S. carriers under the U.S.-Mexico bilateral agreement.  Two U.S.

                                                       
2 This service will not involve a net annual increase in fuel consumption of
10 million gallons or more.  Delta anticipates that it will have no difficulty
obtaining adequate supplies of fuel for this service.
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carriers may be designated to provide service between each U.S.-Mexico city-pair.

Currently, no U.S. carrier is designated on the Atlanta-Guadalajara route.

4. Delta is fully qualified to provide this U.S.-Mexico service and

requests that the Department take official notice, pursuant to Rule 24 of the

Department’s Rules of Practice, of all data on file with the Department necessary

to establish Delta’s fitness.  Notably, Delta operates numerous services between

the United States and Mexico under various exemptions and pursuant to its

certificate authority for Routes 562 and 630.

5. Delta respectfully requests that this application be granted by no

later than April 23, 1999 and that the authority remain in effect until 90 days after

the Department grants a related Delta application for Atlanta-Guadalajara

certificate authority which Delta intends to file shortly.
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WHEREFORE, Delta Air Lines, Inc. respectfully requests that the

Department grant it an exemption authorizing it to provide scheduled foreign air

transportation of persons, property and mail between Atlanta, Georgia and

Guadalajara, Mexico and grant such other additional relief as the public interest

may require.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________________
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I hereby certify that I have caused a copy of the foregoing Application of

Delta Air Lines, Inc. for an Exemption to be served this 19th day of April, 1999,

upon each of the following persons:

Megan Rae Poldy
Associate General Counsel
Northwest Airlines, Inc.
901 15th Street, N.W., Suite 310
Washington, D.C.  20005

R. Bruce Keiner, Jr.
Crowell & Moring
1001 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
10th Floor North
Washington, D.C.  20004

Carl  B. Nelson,  Jr.
Associate General Counsel
American Airlines, Inc.
1101 17th Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, D.C.  20036

Bruce H. Rabinovitz
Jeffrey A. Manley
Kirkland & Ellis
655 Fifteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20005

Joel Stephen Burton
O'Melveny & Myers LLP
555 13th Street, N.W.
Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C.  20004-1109

Richard J. Fahy, Jr.
Consulting Attorney
Trans World Airlines, Inc.
900 19th Street, N.W., Suite 350
Washington, D.C.  20006

Joanne W. Young
Baker & Hostetler
Washington Square, Suite 1100
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20036

Marshall  S. Sinick
Squire Sanders & Dempsey
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 500
Washington, D.C.  20004

Jonathan Waller
Vice President and General Counsel
Midway Airways Corporation
300 West Morgan Street, Suite 1200
Durham, NC  27701

Brian T. Hunt
American Trans Air, Inc.
P.O. Box 51609
Indianapolis, Indiana  46251
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