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American notice of termination in late September.® Yet neither American nor Continental got
around to applying for the fourth designation until last week.

5. In conjunction with the Department’s African Initiative, Secretary Slater and other
Departmental officials frequently and publicly have emphasized the U.S. Government’s strong
commitment to improving air service between the United States and the African continent.
SAA’s pending applications offer the Department an opportunity to provide concrete proof that

such statements reflect a commitment to make African aviation truly a U.S. policy priority.

® SAA and Delta also made their plans public at that time. See “Delta Air Lines, South African Airways
To Codeshare,” Delta Air Lines Press Release, September 30, 1999.
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6. SAA therefore urges the Department not to allow the critical air service needs of
the U.S.-South Africa market to be held hostage by a dispute among U.S. carriers. As a matter
of important public and diplomatic interest, as well as for purposes of honoring U.S.
commitments under the U.S.-South Africa Bilateral Agreement, the Department should approve
SAA’s applications without further delay.

Respectfully submitted,
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888 17™ Street, N.W.
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Washington, D.C. 20006-3309
(202) 298-8660
(202) 342-0683 (fax)

Counsel for SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS

Dated: December 9, 1999



