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EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 

HONOLULU 

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO 

GOVERNOR 

August 21, 2001 

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta 
Office of the Secretary 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

This is in response to U. S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Order 2001-8-9, dated 
August 7, 2001, informing us of a proposed policy change as it relates to essential air service 
(EAS) subsidies for scheduled air service to small communities in our nation. 

We object vehemently to the proposed policy change in the USDOT EAS subsidy program 
criteria. Under the new criteria, Hana and Kamuela, Hawaii, are two of seventeen 
communities identified by the USDOT Order 2001-8-9 for elimination from the USDOT EAS 
subsidy program. We feel that elimination of EAS subsidies will certainly accelerate the 
demise of scheduled intra-state air service to Hana and Kamuela. This policy change is not 
fair to the residents of Hana and Kamuela because of the arbitrary use of quantitative distance 
versus a qualitative distance from scheduled service hub airports and non-hub airports with 
certificated or commuter air carriers. In both cases, the following conditions exist: 

1. The road from Kahului to Hana consists of 57 miles of a winding two-lane asphalt 
road along the steep cliffs of the mountainous northeast Maui shoreline with over 52 
one-lane bridges. This treacherous road is subject to constant rainstorms, with a 
regular low visibility (low clouds/fog), flash flooding, road washouts and road 
blockage (landslides). It normally takes from two to three hours to drive to Kahului 
from Hana, depending on the variables listed above. 

2. The road from Kamuela to Kona consists of 39 miles of a winding two-lane asphalt 
road through mountainous lava fields subject to regular low visibility due to fog/low 
clouds, and wandering wild donkeys and loose domesticated cattle hazards (Parker 
Ranch). 
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Both Hana and Kamuela are not serviced by convenient or regularly scheduled public land 
transportation (bus, limousine, etc.). 

In remotely located insular communities, such as Kamuela and Hana, EAS is particularly 
important in maintaining quality of life issues, such as convenient, affordable air access to 
family, friends, employers and specialized medical services not available in the small 
communities. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Morris Tamanaha at (808) 838-8701 or e-mail: 
morris tamanahaaexec. state. hi. us. - 

With warmest personal regards, 

Aloha, 

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO 

Attachment 

c: The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye (w/attachment) 
The Honorable Daniel K. Akaka (w/attachment) 
The Honorable Neil Abercrombie (w/attachment) 
The Honorable Patsy T. Mink (w/attachment) 
FAA (Ms. Tweet Coleman) (w/attachment) 

Pacific Wings (Mr. Greg Kahlstorf) (w/attachment) 
Documentary Services and Media 

Management Division (Department of Transportation) (w/attachment) 


