[Mesaba Letterhead]

January 24, 2002

EAS and Domestic Analysis Division
X-53

Office of Aviation Analysis

Room 6401

Department of Transportation

400 7™ Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20590

Attn: Mr. Dennis DeVany

Proposal to Provide Essential Air Service at:

Fort Dodge, Iowa, Docket OST-2001-10684

Mason City, Iowa, Docket OST-2001-10682 o
Watertown, South Dakota, Docket OST-2001-10644-
Thief River Falls, Minnesota, Docket OST-2001-10642

Dear Mr. DeVany:

In response to the Department’s Order 2001-12-26, Mesaba Aviation, Inc. d/b/a Mesaba Airlines
(Mesaba), submits proposals to provide essential air service, with subsidies, at the above-captioned
points. Mesaba has been prohibited from terminating unsubsidized service at these points by Order 2001-
12-26.

Mesaba’s service proposals, requests for subsidies and related information are set forth in the
attached exhibits. As indicated, Mesaba proposes to provide subsidized service as follows (a) Fort
Dodge-Mason City-Minneapolis/St. Paul; (b) Mason City-Minneapolis/St. Paul; (c) Watertown-
Minneapolis/St. Paul; and (d) Thief River Falls-Bemidji/Grand Forks- Minneapolis/St. Paul. Mesaba will
provide the service as “Northwest Airlink” service.

As to each point, Mesaba has proposed subsidized service at a level of two or three round trip
flights per day. It is Mesaba’s preference, however, to provide service at a level of three round trip flights
per day at the subsidy levels stated in the attached exhibits showing that level of service. Mesaba
proposes to operate the service using 30 or 34-seat Saab 340 aircraft, as it does currently.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert E. Weil
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
Mesaba Holdings, Inc.

Enclosures

cc: All parties on service list







