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	Order: 2005-1-6

	Served:  January 7 , 2005





         UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

   DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

           OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

                  WASHINGTON, D.C.

Issued by the Department of Transportation

	on the 7th day of January, 2005


Essential Air Service at

HANA, HAWAII

KALAUPAPA, HAWAII

KAMUELA, HAWAII
under 49 U.S.C. 41731 et seq.

Docket OST-1999-6502

Docket OST-2000-6773


Docket OST-1997-2833
ORDER GRANTING A 30-DAY EXTENSION FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS

Summary

By this order, the Department is granting a 30-day extension for the submission of public comments, until February 7, 2005.  

Background and Decision

By Order 2002-8-10, August 12, 2002, Pacific Wings, Inc. (Pacific Wings) was selected to provide subsidized EAS at each of the above communities for a two-year period.
  We have begun the process of selecting a carrier for a new, two-year period beginning April 1, 2005.  As part of that process, we requested comments from the civic officials of all three communities.  State Senator J. Kalani English, representing Hana and Kalaupapa, and Maui County Council Vice-Chairman Bob Carroll, representing Hana, requested additional time, 30 days, or until February 7, to submit comments and “to allow for people to become knowledgeable about the proposals,” and to address “several issues . . . outside of subsidy such as flight frequency and departure times.”  On January 6, Pacific Wings objected to the request, stating “the requests for an extension fail to show good cause for an extension of time, and because further delay in making an EAS decision and award will prejudice Pacific Wings.”

We are required by statute to consider community views, giving substantial weight to the views of elected officials representing the users.  Senator English and Councilman Carroll clearly are elected officials representing the users, and we find that good cause exists to grant their request in order to develop a complete record in the case.

This order is issued under authority delegated in 14 CFR 385.12(k)(1).

ACCORDINGLY,
1.  The due date for public comments related to the communities’ preference for a particular essential air service carrier, and service and subsidy proposal, is extended from January 7, 2005, to February 7, 2005;

2.  These dockets will remain open until further order of the Department; and

3.  We will serve copies of this order on the Mayor of the County of Maui, for Hana and Kalaupapa, on the Mayor of the County of Hawaii, for Kamuela, on the Airports Division of the State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation as the administrator of all three airports, and on Corporate Airlines, Inc., Pacific Wings, Inc., and Aviation Ventures, Inc. d/b/a Vision Air.

Persons entitled to petition the Department for review of this order under the Department’s Regulations, 14 CFR 385.30, must file such petitions within ten days after the date of service of this order.

This order will be effective immediately, and the filing of a petition for review shall not preclude its effectiveness.

By:

  RANDALL D. BENNETT

  Director

  Office of Aviation Analysis

(SEAL)

An electronic version of this document is available

on the World Wide Web at http://dms.dot.gov
� The original order set the contract period for two years, beginning with full implementation of the carrier’s Cessna Caravan service.  While some Caravan service started earlier, full Caravan service did not begin until March 2003.  Thus, the two-year period expires on March 31, 2005, not on November 30, 2004, as we stated in Order 2004-9-7.  
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