Letter B-H300-05-EAP-06

Page 2

February 4, 2005

B-H300-05-EAP-06

Docket Management Facility

Docket OST-2004-19482

U.S. Department of Transportation

400 Seventh Street, SW.

Nassif Building, Room PL-401

Washington, DC 20590-0001

Subject:
Comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), “Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability in Air Travel,” 
Docket OST-2004-19482

Reference:
Federal Register publication of November 4, 2004 (69 FR 64363)

Dear Sir or Madam:

Boeing Commercial Airplanes has reviewed the subject NPRM and has identified a concern relative to the requirements of proposed Sec. 382.61 (What are the requirements for movable aisle armrests?).  

Typical business- and first-class seat designs do not fit with the traditional "removable" armrest designs, such as those addressed in the proposed rule.  Our research has shown that, for seats that have substantial room between rows (as is customary in first and business classes), there is sufficient room for most wheel chairs used on airplanes to enter the row between the seats, and for the passenger to translate from the wheelchair into the seat with a 90 degree rotation.  There is some evidence that this type of translation might actually be easier for the passenger and crew to accomplish in many situations.  The NPRM, however, only addresses the traditional movable aisle armrest and sideways translation of the occupant.  In light of this, we request that the proposed rule be revised to allow the use of methods other than just “moveable armrests” when complying with this section.

We appreciate the opportunity to review this proposal and trust that you will consider our comments prior to finalizing the document.

Please direct any comments or questions you may have to Ms. Jill DeMarco of this office at (425) 965-3005.

Sincerely,

Original signed by

Elizabeth A. Pasztor

Director, Certification Regulatory Affairs

