APPLICATION OF EIRJET LIMITED
FOR GRANT OF EXEMPTION AUTHORITY

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 40109 and Subpart C of the Department’s Rules of Practice, Eirjet Limited (Eirjet) hereby applies for initial granting of exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 41301 to authorise Eirjet to engage in charter foreign air transportation of persons, property and mail between Ireland and the United States, and other passenger charter operations in accordance with 14 C.F.R. part 212.  Eirjet also requests stopover privileges and relief from the Department’s requirement to provide prior notice of each flight, or series of flights, between Ireland and the United States.   

1. 
Eirjet a privately-owner Irish airline, holds an Air Carrier Operating Licence issued on December 23rd 2004 under the Irish Air Navigation and Transport Act, 1965 (Section 8) Regulations, 1993 Implementing Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2407/92 on Licensing of Air Carriers.
2. Since commencement of operations in December 2004, Eirjet has carried 294,575 passengers on 2565 flights.  The airline operates three (3) Airbus A320 aircraft and has operated for 6625 flying hours since start of operations.  The flight operations have been within Europe principally on charter flights.  Eirjet has also operated for a number of scheduled European airlines on a series of short-term contracts.  Eirjet is based in Shannon Airport, Ireland and has also has an operating base in Dublin, Ireland.
3. Eirjet’s homeland is in Ireland and it is an Irish-owned Company.

4. Eirjet is seeking underlying exemption authority to operate one (1) Airbus A320 aircraft on charter flights between Ireland and the United States, and other passenger charter operations for a period of 180 days commencing on November 24 2005. 

5. The Eirjet Airbus A320 aircraft will be operated by Eirjet on an on-demand charter basis, accordingly the aircraft will not operate to a rigid or predictable schedule.

6. The services proposed to be provided under this exemption are encompassed in the bilateral aviation agreement that exists between the United States and Ireland as regards the provision of Third Freedom and Fourth Freedom traffic on charter flights.   Eirjet wishes to extend the exemption sought under this application to Fifth Freedom, Sixth and Seventh Freedom rights.  The Commission for Aviation Regulation in Ireland, Ireland has provided and continues to provide reciprocity to supplemental air carriers of the United States; most recently, during the period from June to September 2005, North American Airlines and Omni Air International were granted approval to operate charter flights on behalf of Eirjet on a number of routes between Ireland, the United Kingdom and a number of points in Europe.

7. The names, addresses and citizenship of all Directors, Officers and key management personnel of Eirjet are as follows:

· Paul Schütz (German)

Managing Director

59 Inis Cealtra

Ballina

Co Tipperary

Ireland

· Robert Winders (Irish)

Commercial & Operations Director
12 Liosanama

Sixmilebridge

Co Clare

Ireland

· Bernard Healy (Irish)

Chairman (non Executive)
32 St Patrick’s Road

Dalkey

Co Dublin

Ireland

· Conor Clarkson (Irish)

Director (non Executive)

28 Cairnfort

Stepaside

Co Dublin

· Mary Denton (Irish)


Director (non Executive) 

12 Verbana Grove

Bayside

Co Dublin

8. The names and citizenship of all persons or entities holding five percent or more of the stock of Eirjet are as follows:

· Idray Limited 


(Irish)


20%
· Bernard Healy


(Irish)


20%

· Conor Clarkson


(Irish)


20%

· Cheltenham Partnership plc
(Isle of Man)

20%

· Paul Schütz



(Irish)


10%

· Robert Winders


(Irish)


10%

9. The Eirjet “Foreign Air Carriers Certificate of Insurance” (OST Form 6411) meeting minimum Department of Transportation requirements as detailed in Part 205 have been completed by the Company’s Insurance Company and accompany this Application.
10.  A copy of the economic licence to operate issued to Eirjet by the Irish Commission for Aviation Regulation accompanies this Application.

11. The maintenance of the Airbus A320 aircraft will be carried out by Shannon Aerospace, in Shannon, Ireland.  Should any non-scheduled maintenance be required during the period while the aircraft is operating the proposed charter services, arrangements will be made to have this maintenance carried out in accordance with the wet-lease agreement in place.

12.  As Eirjet commenced operations in December 2004, there is limited financial data available.  The Company’s initial capitalisation has been provided by the shareholders listed in paragraph 8 of this submission in proportion to the shareholding indicated.  The amount of initial capitalisation is $4,350,000.
13.  As this Application relates solely to the operation of a single aircraft to be operated on on-demand charter services, no actual forecast of traffic is available.  All traffic generated will comprise a small proportion of the total traffic carried into and out of the United States on charter services for the duration of the wet-lease.  

14. Eirjet has not been involved in any safety violation, serious incident or accident since commencement of operations.

15.  Each of the U.S. carriers which serve Ireland, American, Continental, Delta and U.S. Airways is being polled under the Rules of the Department of Transportation in relation to the proposed charter operations by Eirjet on routes between Ireland and the United States as well as on the other charter operations in accordance with 14 C.F.R. part 212.

16.  Eirjet complies with the Aviation Security Programme of the Irish Department of Transport.  This programme is the programme in use with Aer Lingus and is considered to be an effective security agreement between the United States and Ireland.
17.  Eirjet will comply with the Passenger Manifest Rule (14 CFR Part 243) of the Department of Transportation in the operations of charter services into and from the United States.
18. In the case of each Eirjet flight operated to and from the United States, Eirjet undertakes to ensure that the collection and transmittal of Passenger Facility Charges at certain U.S. airports, and the payment of user fees to the U.S. Customs Service, the Immigration and Nationalization Service and the U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service will be carried out in accordance with the procedures detailed by each of these Government Agencies.
WHEREFORE, Eirjet respectfully requests that the Department

a. Grant exemption authority to Eirjet to operate charter flights between Ireland and the United States and other passenger charter operations in accordance with 14 C.F.R. Part 212.  
b. Grant such other and further relief as the Department deems to be in the public interest.
Respectfully submitted,

Paul Schütz

Managing Director

Eirjet Limited

Shannon Business Park

Shannon Airport

County Clare 

Ireland

Telephone:
(011) 353-61-771858

Facsimile:
(011) 535-61-771000

e-mail:
paul.schutz@eirjet.com
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