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To whom it may concern:

I am a disabled individual who both requires and uses a service (assistance) dog and who trains service dogs for others who are in need through Maplewood Assistance Partners, Inc.  Because of my job, I travel frequently on this nation’s aircraft (about once a month).  This being the case, I am very interested about Seating Accommodations in the Plane Cabin for Disabled Persons with Assistant Dogs.  

As it is right now, I travel with an assistance dog who is about 50lbs and who fits easily in bulkhead seating, but is too large to fit comfortably in regular coach seating.  When we cannot get bulkhead seating, my assistance dog does squeeze into the coach sitting, so we do not take up two seats.  If I were required to buy two seats, one for me and one for my assistance dog, I would be unable to fly due to the cost.  I am currently on Social Security Disability Benefits and can not afford the price of two seats.  

I am also concerned about the portion of the legislation that allows those with assistance dogs to be bumped of their flight and onto another.  I take medications that are highly sedating at certain times of day.  When these medications are in effect, I have a very hard time ambulating and thinking coherently and therefore my assistance dog is trained to help me find the person who is picking me up or helps to get me to my proper flight if it is a lay over by following a designated flight assistant.  If I were bumped from flights, it is highly likely that I would miss my next plane and would be unable to find the person who is there to pick me up at the original time of departure.

Being involved, also, with an organization that trains assistance dogs for other disabled people in need, this new proposed legislation worries me for other’s sake.  Many of Maplewood Assistance Partners, Inc clients travel with their assistance dogs on aircraft to visit friends, relatives or just go on vacation.  Some of these clients do have dogs that are too large to fit under a coach seat.  These larger dogs tend to be mobility dogs that help their handler balance, pull a wheel chair, get up from sitting etc.  If the dog was not a larger assistance dog, the dog would be useless to his handler.  As I am, many of these individuals are on SSD or SSDI and cannot afford the two seats that would be required for their dog under this new legislation. 

In lue of this legislation, I would prefer to see disabled persons with assistance dogs be given the same rights as all of the other passengers.  Yes, sometimes disabled persons need more time or special accommodations, but that is not their fault.  It is not their wish to be disabled and having an assistance dog helps them get away from their disability and on with their life.  By penalizing disabled people with an assistance dog, you are taking away a critical life aid and in the end, may be asked to make more accommodations for this person than would be the case if they had their assistance dog.

The International Association of Assistance Dog Partners has developed the following amended paragraph for the propped legislation.  I believe that their suggestions cover all of the pieces of this legislation that harm the rights of those with assistance dogs.  Please consider changing this legislation for all of use whose lives are made better and deeply changed by our assistance dogs.

“You may offer the passenger sitting in a seat adjacent to the disabled passenger traveling with a large service animal a seat in the same class of service in another part of the cabin. If no seats are available in that class of service, you may ask for a volunteer willing to occupy the seat next to the disabled passenger requiring sharing of leg room. If no volunteer is forthcoming and seats are available in another class of service, you may ask the adjacent passenger or the disabled passenger to occupy a seat in that other class of service."

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Katrin Andberg

President 

Maplewood Assistance Partners, Inc

& partner to a trained assistance dog

