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September 22, 2006

Molly W. Smith

Office of Aviation Policy and Plans

APO-001

Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20591

Re:
Docket No. FAA-2006-25709, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Congestion Management Rule for LaGuardia Airport

Dear Ms. Smith:


The Airports Council International - North America (ACI-NA) respectfully requests an extension of the comment period in Docket No. FAA-2006-25709, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Congestion Management Rule for LaGuardia Airport.  The notice instituting this proceeding directs that comments be filed on or before October 30, 2006.  We hereby request that the FAA extend the comment period for an additional 30 days. 


This proposed Congestion Management Rule for LaGuardia Airport is a highly significant rulemaking from the standpoint of ACI-NA member airports, which also includes The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.  In addition, this rule has the potential to have a material impact on the ability of small-hub and non-hub airport members to access LaGuardia Airport.  The stated comment period is too short a time period to adequately examine and address the potential effects upon our members, especially the three options for providing access to LaGuardia from small and non-hub airports.

It is also our understanding that the survey data that FAA will gather the first week of October regarding the air service at LaGuardia will not be available to the public until November.  This information is critical for us to adequately evaluate the appropriate parts of the rule.


We therefore respectfully request that the comment period be extended until Wednesday, November 29, 2006.

Respectfully submitted,
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Gregory Principato

President

Airports Council International-North America

1775 K Street, NW   Suite 500

Washington, DC  20006

Phone:  202/293-8500

E-mail:  gprincipato@aci-na.aero

