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The Eastern Shore of Virginia is made up of two counties, Accomack and Northampton, and is located on the southern tip of the Delmarva Peninsula.     The Eastern Shore is 75 miles long and less than 20 miles wide at its broadest point.   The Accomack County Airport is situated 67 miles from the Hampton Roads area, and 66 miles from Salisbury, MD.   To get to the Eastern Shore from Hampton Roads, visitors cross the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel, which at 17 miles long is considered the world’s largest bridge-tunnel complex. 
According to the 2000 Census the total population of the Eastern Shore is 51,398.  The median household income in 2000 was $30,250 in Accomack County and $28,276 in Northampton County, while the average income in the Commonwealth of Virginia was $46,677.    There are 13 major employers on the Eastern Shore with a labor force of 21,067.   


The Accomack County Airport was constructed in 1942 for World War II wartime operations and was used by the Navy as an emergency flight strip.  In 1959 the airport was deeded to the Board of Supervisors of Accomack County by Federal and State agencies.   The new terminal building was dedicated in December of 1997.   The Airport’s runway is 5,000 feet long by 100 feet wide, with 1,000 feet of overrun on either end of the runway.  The Airport is designated as general aviation, and has a localizer approach, (GPS approach by the fall), navigational aids, a partial parallel taxiway, 18 T-hangars, and sells 100LL and Jet-A fuels.   There is one privately owned charter service that primarily services Tangier Island.

Currently there is no existing community air service that provides transportation to local area airports such as Norfolk International or Salisbury Regional Airport, for connection to nation wide flights.   The charter service located at the Airport would be cost prohibitive to most community travelers.  Ground transportation is also limited.  Currently Carolina Trailways, which is owned by Greyhound, provides three scheduled services per day to both Salisbury and Norfolk bus terminals, but not to either airport.
Our goal and objective is to provide the community local ground service to air carriers in the area, where currently no means of public transportation exists.


We would like to do a market study to determine the community  interest in establishing a bus service from the Accomack County Airport to both Salisbury Regional Airport and Norfolk International Airport.  We would utilize the services of a research company to conduct approximately 500 interviews through phone or mail surveys to gather statistical data.  This research would take approximately 10 – 12 weeks to conduct and analyze, for an estimated cost of  $25,000 to $30,000.00.
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