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Pursuant to Subpart D of the Rules of Practice of the Department of Transportation (the

“Department”), Aer Lingus Limited (“Aer Lingus”) hereby submits this application (the “Cities Program

Application”) for extra-bilateral authority to operate direct service between Dublin/Shannon and Baltimore

under the Department’s Program for Expanding International Air Service Opportunities to More U.S.

Cities (the “Cities Program”), for a one-year, renewable term.  This Cities Program Application is being

submitted at the same time that the State of Maryland (“Maryland”) is submitting a similar application for

extra-bilateral authority under the Cities Program for Dublin/Shannon-Baltimore service.

Additionally, it should be noted that the Aer Lingus and Maryland Cities Program Applications are

being submitted at the same time Aer Lingus and American Airlines, Inc. (“American Airlines”) are

submitting applications for limited code-sharing authorization (the “Code-Share Applications).  However,

Aer Lingus will not operate Dublin/Shannon-Baltimore service as part of the proposed code-share
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arrangement with American Airlines.  Rather, Aer Lingus will provide Dublin/Shannon-Baltimore service

using Aer Lingus crews and aircraft, and such flights will carry Aer Lingus’ code only.  Additionally, Aer

Lingus intends to operate Dublin/Shannon-Baltimore service only if its proposed code-sharing arrangement

with American Airlines is also approved by the Department.

 In support of this Cities Program Application, Aer Lingus respectfully states as follows:

1. Baltimore qualifies as an underserved U.S. community with regard to transatlantic air

service.  In fact, Baltimore/Washington International (“BWI”) Airport’s transatlantic service is currently

limited to London, England and Reykjavik, Iceland.  Consequently, approval of this Cities Program

Application would permit the addition of direct service between Dublin/Shannon and Baltimore, and thus,

substantially improve BWI’s transatlantic service.

2. At the present time, there is no direct, same-plane service between Dublin/Shannon and

Baltimore.  Instead, with regard to the greater Baltimore-Washington area, there is only one service per

week between Dulles and Dublin/Shannon with Aeroflot.  Otherwise, passengers must fly between

Dublin/Shannon and other cities, such as London, Boston and New York, and arrange for connecting flights

to and from Baltimore.  Accordingly, apart from the service offered once per week by Aeroflot to Dulles,

there is no direct, single-plane service between Dublin/Shannon and the Baltimore-Washington metropolitan

area.  Therefore, granting this application would  benefit the Baltimore community as well as the entire

Washington-Baltimore area by adding direct, single-plane service between Dublin/Shannon and Baltimore.

3. Moreover, granting authority for service between Dublin/Shannon and Baltimore will serve

the public interest.  As previously discussed, such a route would significantly improve currently limited

transatlantic service at BWI by adding two European destinations:  Dublin and Shannon.  In addition, such
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new service will be provided on a direct, non-stop basis, which will benefit both passengers and shippers

in terms of convenience.  Furthermore, it is anticipated that the new Dublin/Shannon-Baltimore service will

not interfere with any U.S. carrier’s plans to operate between Dublin/Shannon and Baltimore as neither Aer

Lingus nor Maryland is aware of any concrete plans to commence such service.  Moreover, it is likely that

Dublin/Shannon-Baltimore service will lead to an expansion in tourism and an increase in international trade

and business activities in the Baltimore area.  In turn, the number of employment opportunities in Maryland

will also increase. 

4. Furthermore, the authorization sought in this application meets the criteria specified  in the

Department’s Cities Program as set forth in Orders 90-1-62 (January 30, 1990) and 91-11-26

(November 20, 1991).  The criteria are addressed below.

a. Currently, neither U.S. nor foreign air carriers provide non-stop or one-stop,

single-plane international service between Ireland and Baltimore.  Moreover, neither Aer Lingus nor

Maryland is aware of any concrete plans among U.S. air carriers for providing the proposed direct, non-

stop service at issue herein within a reasonable time period.  See Order 89-10-19 (October 13, 1989).

Additionally, the Department has found that, even if a U.S. carrier currently provided service between

Dublin/Shannon and Baltimore, such service would not prevent a foreign air carrier such as Aer Lingus from

obtaining authorization to provide direct, non-stop service for the same city pair.  Rather, a foreign air

carrier would only be prevented from providing one-stop service.  See Order 91-11-26 at 6.  In addition,

the Department has previously approved an application under the Cities Program even where a U.S. carrier

would also provide similar non-stop service in the same city pair market.  See, e.g., Order 93-4-35 (April

14, 1993).
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b. Additionally, it should be noted that Ireland grants extra-bilateral authority to U.S. carriers.

For example, although the bilateral agreement does not expressly provide for code-share services between

the two countries, reciprocity and comity have been demonstrated by the government of Ireland’s

approvals of code-share/blocked-space arrangements with Aer Lingus.  Indeed, the Department has

recognized that “aviation arrangements  with Ireland include many of the features of an open-skies regime,

and the record shows no indication of Irish failure to adhere to the terms of those arrangements.”  Order

96-4-19 (April 10, 1996).  Moreover, the Irish Government has approved a code-share application by

Continental with regard to World Airways service.   The Irish Government is flexible with regard to

reviewing extra-bilateral authorization requests submitted by U.S. carriers.

c. In providing direct service between Dublin/Shannon and Baltimore, Aer Lingus does not

intend to include service beyond Ireland to or from any third countries.  However, as expressly stated in

the Cities Program, Aer Lingus is authorized to carry traffic to and from third countries, intermediate and/or

beyond Ireland.  See Order 90-1-62.  Moreover, in accordance with the Cities Program’s restrictions, Aer

Lingus will not rely unduly on third-country traffic, nor will it operate or offer single-plane services or any

service with single-flight numbers beyond Ireland.  See Oder 91-11-26 at 2, n.3.  See also Order 90-1-62

at 9.

5. As mentioned above, Aer Lingus intends to operate the service proposed in this Cities

Program Application provided its application for approval of a code-sharing arrangement with American

Airlines is granted in full by the Department.  In addition, Aer Lingus intends to commence the proposed

Dublin/Shannon-Baltimore service if approval by the Department authorizes service for the Summer 2000
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season.  Aer Lingus also understands that it may obtain an extension of the start-up period if it can show

good cause for such an extension.  See Order 91-11-26 at 11.

6. Aer Lingus will coordinate its activities with the U.S. inspection services and understands

that Maryland will do the same, as expected by the Department.  See Order 90-1-62 at 13.  In fact, Aer

Lingus has been informed by Maryland that there is a fully functioning FIS facility in BWI’s new

International Terminal.  Aer Lingus thus expects that there will be no problems with such matters.

WHEREFORE, Aer Lingus respectfully requests that the Department approve this Application for

extra-bilateral authority under the Cities Program for a one-year, renewable term, and grant Aer Lingus

such further and additional relief as the Department may deem appropriate under the circumstances.

 Respectfully submitted,

                                                       
Harold E. Mesirow, Esq.
G. Brent Connor, Esq.
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P.
1801 K Street, N.W. - Suite 1200
Washington, D.C.  20006
Telephone: (202) 775-0725
Facsimile: (202) 223-8604

Attorneys for
AER LINGUS LIMITED
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document by overnight delivery on all

persons named on the attached service list.

______________________________________
G. Brent Connor

January 4, 2000
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William D. Castleberry Jonathan Blank
Associate Administrator Preston Gates Ellis & Rouvelas Meeds LLP
Marketing & Development 1735 New York Ave., N.W., Suite 500
State of Maryland Washington, D.C.  20006
Baltimore/Washington International Airport
BWI Airport, MD 21240-0766

Louisa Goldstein Megan Rae Rosia
Assistant Attorney General Managing Director, Government Affairs,
State of Maryland, Aviation Administration      and Associate General Counsel
P.O. Box 8766 Northwest Airlines, Inc.
Baltimore/Washington International Airport 901 - 15th St., N.W., Suite 310
BWI Airport, MD 21240

Kent Scott Hershel I. Kamen
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer Staff Vice President, International
Emery Worldwide Airlines, Inc.      and Regulatory Affairs
One Emery Plaza Continental Airlines, Inc.
Dayton International Airport P.O. Box 4607 - HQSGV
Vandalia, Ohio 45377 Houston, Texas 77210-4607

Jeffrey A. Manley Vance Fort
Kirkland & Ellis World Airways, Inc.
655 Fifteenth St., N.W., Suite 1200 13873 Park Center Road, Suite 490
Washington, D.C.  20005 Herndon, VA 22071

Carl B. Nelson, Jr. R. Tenney Johnson
Associate General Counsel Attorney & Counselor at Law
American Airlines, Inc. 2121 K St., N.W., Suite 800
1101 - 17th St., N.W., Suite 600 Washington, D.C.  20037
Washington, D.C.  20036

Brian T. Hunt William H. Callaway
American Trans Air, Inc. Zuckert, Scoutt & Rasenberger LLP
P.O. Box 51609 888 - 17th St., N.W., Suite 600
Indianapolis, Indiana 46251 Washington, D.C.  20006
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Nathaniel P. Breed, Jr. Eileen M. Gleimer
Shaw Pittman Potts & Trowbridge Boros & Garolfalo
2300 N St., N.W. 1201 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Suite 700
Washington, D.C.  20037 Washington, D.C.  20036

Pierre Murphy John L. Richardson
One Westin Center Crispin & Brenner, P.L.L.C.
2445 M St., N.W., Suite 260 1100 New York Ave., N.W., Suite 850
Washington, D.C.  20037 Washington, D.C.  20005

Thomas V. Lydon Richard J. Fahy, Jr.
Director, Government Affairs Attorney at Law
Evergreen International Airlines, Inc. P.O. Box 7145
1629 K St., N.W., Suite 301 Alexandria, VA 22307-7145
Washington, D.C. 20006

Stephen L. Gelband David L. Vaughan
Hewes, Gelband, Lambert & Dann, P.C. Kelley, Drye & Warren
1000 Potomac St., N.W., Suite 300 1200 - 19th St., N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C.  20007 Washington, D.C.  20036

Allan W. Markham James W. Tello
Allan W. Markham PC Roller & Bauer, PLLC
2733 - 36th St., N.W. 1020 Nineteenth St., N.W., Suite 400
Washington, D.C.  20007 Washington, D.C.  20036

Robert E. Cohn Mark W. Atwood
Shaw Pittman Potts & Trowbridge Sher & Blackwell
1300 N St., N.W. 1850 M St., N.W., Suite 900
Washington, D.C.  20037 Washington, D.C.  20036

Mike Lisky Immigration & Naturalization Service
U.S. Agriculture Office of Inspections
APHIS Services PPQ Room 4064
4700 River Road Chester A. Arthur Bldg.
Riverdale, MD 20737 425 Eye Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20536
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U.S. Customs Service
Passenger Programs
1300 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Room 5.4D
Washington, D.C.  20229
Attn: West Window


