BEFORE THE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

WASHINGTON, D.C.

___________________________________








)


)



U.S.-U.K. ALLIANCE CASE
)
Docket OST-2001-11029

      
)

___________________________________)

MOTION OF VIRGIN ATLANTIC AIRWAYS LIMITED 
FOR LEAVE TO FILE LATE-FILED ANSWER

Communications with respect to this document should be addressed to:

Barry K. Humphreys




Morris R. Garfinkle

Director, External Affairs & 



mgarfinkle@gandwplc.com

   Route Development

Phone + 44 1293 747 064




Elliott M. Seiden

Fax + 44 1293 747 073




eseiden@gandwplc.com

barry.humphreys@fly.virgin.com









Garfinkle & Wang PLC

Hugh M. Ford





1555 Wilson Blvd.

General Manager, Legal




Arlington, VA  22209

Phone + 44 1203 747 622




(703) 522-0900

Fax + 44 1293 747 186




Fax (703) 522-0958

hugh.m.ford@fly.virgin.com









Counsel for

Virgin Atlantic Airways Limited



Virgin Atlantic Airways Limited

The Office

Crawley Business Quarter

Manor Royal

Crawley, West Sussex

RH10 2NU

United Kingdom

February 6, 2002

BEFORE THE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

WASHINGTON, D.C.

___________________________________


)


)

U.S.-U.K. ALLIANCE CASE
)
Docket OST-2001-11029

      
)

___________________________________)

Dated:  February 6, 2002

MOTION OF VIRGIN ATLANTIC AIRWAYS LIMITED 
FOR LEAVE TO FILE LATE-FILED ANSWER

Pursuant to Rule 9 of the Department’s Rules of Practice, 14 CFR 9, Virgin Atlantic* respectfully requests permission to file the attached Answer in Support of Motion one day beyond the date set for the submission of such Answers in the Department’s Notice of February 1, 2002.

In support of this Motion, Virgin Atlantic states as follows:

1.
On February 1, 2002, Continental Delta and Northwest filed a Motion to Dismiss the U.S. - U.K. Alliance Case, Docket OST-2001-11029.  In their Motion, the moving carriers also requested that the response date for the submission of Answers be shortened to February 5, 2002.  By Notice dated February 1, 2002, the Department granted the carriers’ request and established February 5 as the response date.

2.
Virgin Atlantic’s London based senior staff responsible for directing Virgin Atlantic’s participation in this proceeding did not become aware of the Motion to Dismiss, or the Notice shortening the response date, until after the close of business London time on February 1, 2002.  Moreover, these same senior staff officers were out of the office on foreign travel during the first part of this week and thus were unable to review and participate in the submission of a response to the Motion to Dismiss in a timely fashion.

3.
Virgin Atlantic prepared its Answer in the shortest time available under the circumstances and submits that it has shown good cause for making a late response.  Virgin Atlantic further submits that submitting its Answer one day beyond the established response date will not prejudice any party to this proceeding, and that the public interest will be served by acceptance by the Department of Virgin Atlantic’s Answer.

WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated herein, Virgin Atlantic Airways Limited respectfully requests that the Department of Transportation grant this Motion and permit it to file a late-filed Answer in Support of the February 1, 2002 Motion to Dismiss.
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