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June 4, 2003

Docket Management Facility

U.S. Department of Transportation

Room PL-401

400 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, DC  20590-0001

Dockets OST 97-2881, OST 97-3014, OST 98-4775

To Whom It May Concern:

We write as chief executive officers and senior executives of U.S. companies in the fields of information technology, biotechnology, venture capital, investment banking and law.   We are submitting these comments because we are major purchasers of air transportation services who depend on healthy channels of airline ticket distribution and because we are leading advocates for technology policies that foster innovation, consumer choice and economic growth.   

We are seriously concerned about the Department of Transportation's recently proposed computer reservation system regulations and are disappointed that the Department did not take into account the dramatic impact these rules would have on us.  We believe the government's objective should be to facilitate the widest possible distribution of travel content; however, these rules are poised to have a negative effect on our ability to purchase the full range of air travel through our preferred distribution channels.  We do not support the imposition of a new set of onerous distribution rules that are designed to favor airlines over consumers.  

From a policy perspective, we believe that the proposed regulations take the wrong approach.   Deregulated markets are far more likely to foster consumer benefits and efficiencies than burdensome government intervention.   The Department of Transportation is proposing to micromanage the contractual relationships between reservation system companies and travel agents and to dictate the way in which online travel agents can display their services and fees.   At the same time, the Department would remove the burdens of the rules that apply to the major airlines, assuring that competition will be skewed between the regulated and unregulated sectors of the marketplace.    

Selective regulation of markets is a discredited policy that will likely have disastrous consequences.  

We call on the Department to abandon these misguided rules and instead to proceed promptly with deregulation of the travel distribution industry.   

Sincerely,

Gil Amelio

Senior Partner

Sienna Ventures

Eric Benhamou

Chairman

3Com Corporation

Marc Benioff

Chairman

Salesforce.com

Erik Blachford

President and CEO

Expedia, Inc.

Bob Brennan

President and CEO

Connected Corporation

Barry Bycoff

Chairman and CEO

Netegrity

Toni Casey

President

T. Casey & Associates

Ron Conway

Founder and General Partner

Angel Investors, LLP

Philippe Courtot

Chairman and CEO

Qualys, Inc



Art Coviello

President and CEO

RSA Security Inc.

John J Culbertson

Co-Founder, Principal

Open Access, Inc.

Robin L. Curle

President and CEO

Zebra Imaging, Inc.

Dwight Decker, PhD

Chairman and CEO

Conexant Systems, Inc.

Robert Farnsworth

President and CEO

Sonnet Technologies, Inc.

Paul Folino

President and CEO

Emulex Corporation

Sam Gilliland

President and CEO

Travelocity.com, Inc.

William Hannigan

Chairman, President and CEO

Sabre, Inc

Carly Fiorina

Chairman & CEO

HP

	Steve Papermaster



Chairman

Powershift Ventures


	

	Willem Roelandts

CEO

Xilinx


	

	Henry Samueli, PhD

Co-Chairman and CTO

Broadcom Corporation
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


David G. Nance

President and CEO

Introgen Therapeutics, Inc.
Geoffrey Tudor

Chairman and CEO

Advent Networks, Inc.

D. Keith Wilson

CEO

DynamicCity
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