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The Consolidated Carrier (Carriers) respectfully request an extension of time to file Comments on Order 2004-3-34 until Monday, May 10, 2004.  Appendix A of Order 2004-3-34 contains substantial errors in the construction of the rate, and data included in the rate making.  The Rural Service Improvement Act requires that the rate be set for points where only a water landing is possible.  The Appendix contains data for service to points served by land airports, includes cost and traffic data for wheel (land) aircraft, and includes mail service operated under air taxi contracts and not the class mail rate.  As will be explained in the Comments, these are fatal errors in setting the mail rate.  

The Carriers have been working to verify all data and develop a correct data set and model for determining the mail rate.  Not all carriers have responded to our inquiries at this time.  We expect to have responses from all carriers by the first of next week, and will be able to file complete comments by May 10, 2004.

This short delay will not harm any party, and will allow the development of a complete and accurate record.  The delay will also prevent premature or inaccurate responses from parties to the rate and Comments on that rate.

WHEREFORE:  The Consolidated Carriers respectfully request that the response date for the Comments to Order 2004-3-34 be extended until close of business, May 10, 2004.

Respectfully submitted,

The Consolidated Carriers

____________________

By Hank Myers

April 28, 2004
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