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On July 21, 2004, the Department of Transportation (“Department”) initiated 2004 U.S.-Mexico Proceeding, Docket OST-2004-1892, to be decided by non-oral, show-cause procedures under Part 302 of its regulations (14 CFR Part 302).

The Department’s proceeding will decide which primary and backup carriers will be selected to provide foreign scheduled air transportation services of persons, property, and mail in three U.S.-Mexico transborder markets, including St. Louis-Cancun, which Frontier Airlines, Inc. filed for on April 1, 2004.

As part of the proceeding, the Department directed the applicants to file certain information.  The Department noted that it will expedite the schedule for the proceeding although it has required all carriers in this proceeding to amend and/or supplement their applications at the Direct Exhibit stage to provide the information outlined in the Instituting Order.

To expedite the process, the Order contains an accelerated “procedural schedule.”  While Frontier applauds the proposed shortened timetable to conclude the selection process, it is essential that each party have sufficient time to submit all required information.  The time schedules listed in the Order involve a time period in which carrier representatives are focusing on a variety of planning and scheduling issues including developing winter schedules. They are also responding to rapidly changing industry conditions. To address this workload, Frontier believes it is necessary to add a brief amount of time to the proposed schedule. Therefore, Frontier recommends that the procedural schedule be slightly modified as follows:

 

 

Current Schedule 


Proposed Schedule

 

 

Petitions for

Reconsideration 
July 28, 2004



no change

Answers to 

Petitions

August 2, 2004


August 9, 2004

 

Direct Exhibits
August 16, 2004


August 23, 2004

 

Rebuttal Exhibits
August 30, 2004


September 7, 2004

 

Briefs


September 7, 2004


September 17, 2004 



The additional ten-day period will ensure that all parties are able to develop and submit all relevant information and have the time to fully evaluate all motions presented to the Department.


Wherefore, Frontier asks that the procedural timetable for this proceeding be slightly modified as set forth above.
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