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The Washington Airports Task Force hereby submits the following Answer in support of the above-referenced Emergency Motion of United Air Lines to commence immediate sales and marketing of its pendente lite authority to serve between Washington Dulles International Airport and Beijing, China.
It is our firm belief that if United Air Lines is to successfully initiate service to Beijing on March 25, 2007, as required by the Department and as desired by the community, it must begin promotion and sales of its new service as soon as possible.  Without such authority, United will have little more than one month to attract passengers to its initial flights which will substantially diminish the possibility of their initial financial viability. 

As set forth in detail in United’s Motion, there is ample precedent for granting United’s request at this time.  No one will be prejudiced by such action because United has committed to place all passengers on the flights of other carriers if the Department does not ultimately confirm its tentative award of Washington – Beijing authority.

Wherefore, for the reasons set forth above, the Washington Airports Task Force strongly urges the Department to grant the Emergency Motion of United Air Lines to immediately begin promotion and sales of Washington-Beijing non-stop B747 service.
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