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The Washington Airports Task Force hereby submits the following Reply to the Objections of Continental Airlines, Inc. and Northwest Airlines, Inc. to Order 2007-1-4 which tentatively allocated seven weekly frequencies to United Air Lines, Inc. to operate daily service between Washington Dulles International Airport and Beijing, China.
Based upon the Department’s Order and the comments made in the Objections filed by Continental and Northwest, we strongly believe that the allocation tentatively granted to United should be made final, and that that action be taken as quickly as possible so that United will have the maximum time possible to inaugurate service to Beijing on March 25th.
It is apparent from reading the comments of both Continental and Northwest that they are largely pro forma since they raise no relevant facts or arguments that were not previously made and fully taken into account by the Department in Order 2007-1-4.  The fact that United is offering capital-to-capital service with the largest capacity aircraft of any applicant in this case; that Washington is the largest metropolitan area in the United States in terms of both population and size of economy that does not already have non-stop service to China; that more Washington area passengers already travel to China than from any other area of the United States that does not already have non-stop service to China; that the Washington area is home to a substantially larger Chinese population than any other area of the United States that does not already have non-stop service to China; and that Washington is the largest and fastest growing area of the United States that doesn’t already receive the benefits of non-stop service to China, fully justifies making United’s tentative award of Washington- Beijing frequencies final.
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